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Rest, Recover, Reflect, and Revise
Y The events of 2019 that have spilled into 2020 have certainly challenged us all. From

the political upheaval in Hong Kong, to the bushfires in Australia, to the novel coronavirus
‘ . COVID-19 global pandemic. For the past few months, Rotary International has been

Q\ challenged with a situation unlike anything we have seen in the history of the Rotary Youth
Exchange Program. The 2019-2020 exchange year has essentially come to a grinding halt for most programs
around the world, and we are all trying to salvage what is left of the current year. Therefore, for the
remainder of the 2019-20 exchange year, as well as for the 2020-21 exchange year, we will use this time to
rest, recover, reflect, and revise how we can better serve our Rotary Youth Ambassadors.

We currently have 7 students whole began the orientation program last year in July. Those students
have chosen to continue with the orientation program. Nearly all of them will postpone their departure by one
full year. This will give us, both here and abroad, the opportunity to rest and recover physically, mentally, and
economically. At the same time, we are reflecting on how we currently run our program, and how we will
revise what we do in the future.

Finally, I can't thank all of the committee members enough for the many hours they worked in order to
make sure all of our inbound and outbound exchange students were safe. I am humbled by their dedication to
the Rotary Youth Exchange Program. We will finish this year quietly. However, we are determined to get
back to 100 percent next year under the new leadership of Seiji Higuchi as chairperson.

Thank you everyone for your endless support!
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